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M

ost years, by the time the month of May
comes around, I have figured out what
strange attempt I will make that year, in my annual, nearly futile effort at growing a few vegetables at our home. This year, it’s already june, and
I haven’t given the ‘garden’ much thought, yet. It
would be easier if I just didn’t try, but I probably
still will.
We live in Central vermont, and garden space
for most people here is not a problem. Unfortunately, at least in some ways, we have a very large
home, on a very small lot in our town. In other
ways the size of our lawn is fine with me, as mowing has never been something I look forward to.
(I think that I should have carpeted our yard,
years ago. vacuuming is easier than mowing.)
Anyway, I always try to grow at least a few
tomato plants, usually in big pots out beside the
front porch. I have had limited success with this.
I’ve never tried to figure out how much each of
those poor past tomatoes actually cost me to
grow. you do have to buy the tomato plants
themselves, plus the pots, potting soil, and I always take the ever-optimistic action of getting
tomato cages, just in case the plants get really big,
‘this year’. I’m pretty sure I would have to har-
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No green thumbs here

CONTINUeS NexT PAge

THE CHRONICLE OF STURBRIDGE COUNTRY LIVING

“Then I realized
those things
have been growing
for many years
without my help at all.
How dare they?”
vest a lot of tomatoes to make this make any financial sense, so I try to just not think about
that.
last year, in addition to my potted tomatoes,
I did something my daughter, faith, suggested,
as I have little space to grow things, as I have
said. She told me that if you buy a few very
large bags of potting soil, and just lay them
along the edge of your house, they can become
nearly effortless and weed less mini-gardens.
The words effortless and weed less sounded
good to me, and the plan actually worked quite
well, or at least as well as any other garden idea
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has for me. What you do is just use a razor knife
and cut circles on the potting soil bags, about
six inches apart. I used a large mug as a template, and it was extremely easy to cut very uniform circles in the soil bags. you also poke a few
holes in the back side of the bags, for drainage.
(you do this first, or you’re going to dump all
your potting soil out. I would be terrible at writing directions for anything.) Then you simply
plant your seeds in the circles, and they thrive
in the weed less, rich environment you have
provided for them. how cool is that? The
thing I did wrong last year was to get too excited about it, and try to plant too many types
of vegetables in the small space. I did get string
beans, squash, and some cucumbers from my
little ‘family plot.’ Again, I would never try to
figure out how much each of those cukes cost
me.
It’s strange, but my wife is at least as bad as
I when it comes to keeping things alive. We do
have a small dog who, seemingly, will live forever, but that’s about it. every spring we get
hanging baskets of flowers for the front porch,
and every year we kill them off within a month
or two. I sometimes think we don’t water them

enough, then we try watering them more, and
within several weeks we don’t need to water
them at all. It’s very sad. We used to get really
big, expensive baskets to hang up, but have realized that it makes more sense to kill a few
twelve dollar pots of flowers than it does thirty
dollar ones.
I was thinking of how I would address this
issue, in this column, as I put the dogs out early
this morning. I stood there with them, looking
at the big leaves that have already burst forth
from the maple trees on the front lawn, and the
huge lilacs on the bushes beside the house.
Then I realized that those things have been
growing for many years, without my help at all.
how dare they? I have never, ever watered
those lilac bushes, and would look pretty stupid
watering a huge maple. I guess god’s a better
gardener than I am, and I’m okay with that.
I hope you have much success with your garden this summer. Some people have green
thumbs, and then there are the people who live
at my house. If I were smart, I would spend
more money at the farm stands, and less in the
garden department this year. But, I never said
I was smart. n
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BOOKREVIEW

BY RICHARD MORCHOE

Ketchum and Cobb: A Boston Crime Novel

By James Mullen
Createspace, 2013
Paperback, 296 pages
ISBN-10: 1491209216
ISBN-13: 978-1491209219
Kindle: $2.99 Amazon: $11.00

Boston Harbors Murder

By James Mullen
Createspace, 2015
Paperback, 182 pages
ISBN-10: 1517062640
ISBN-13: 978-1517062644
Kindle: $2.99 Amazon: $8.50

A couple of Boston crime novels for the summer

James Mullen
BOSTON AUTHOR

Beach

Books

I

t is june and summer is almost
upon us. It is time to take a
break from all the serious books the
publishing world heaps upon us.
let us depart from tomes that
speak of civilization's problems and
take up stories that let one get lost
in other peoples' discomfort. It is
time for a couple of books for the
beach.
It is also the nepotism issue. No,
the author is not a blood relative.
Actually, your reviewer has never
met the man. In truth, I only
found out about him by accident.
So what kind of relationship exists?
jim Mullen attended the same
high school I did. That someone
from our working class Boston suburb had a literary bent was an unexpected surprise.
granted, Braintree, Massachusetts is not without some history.
Two presidents were born there.
What other town can claim that?
Then there was the Sacco and
vanzetti case where two anarchists
were accused of murder and executed for it. It is still controversial
and maybe the town's low point.

6
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I want to support hometown
authors if only to bask in reflected glory. Also, from what I
can glean from his biographical
information, we are of the same
demographic. That is, we were
both born in the Boston area post
World War II as part of the Baby
Boomer generation.
After secondary school, jim
went to college and served in the
army, other than that, it is difficult
to find too much about him.
What one can say is his style rings
true. you can feel the Boston accent in the writing. The two detectives, the major characters,
remind me of Boston cops I was
in the reserves with in the 70s and
80s.
Mullen's first book, ketchum
and Cobb introduces the reader

to, oddly enough, jimmy
ketchum and Brendan Cobb.
The two are Boston Police Department detectives who in their
rotation catch cases that serve up
violence and fodder for dialogue.
Both are vietnam veterans,
one of whom has not let it go.
Cobb's ghosts rise up now and
again. he also has realized that
alcoholic beverages are not
something he can handle and
works on that bravely.
his comrade in arms is a little
more easygoing. ketchum has a
relationship with alcohol and he
is for it, especially when it comes
to brewed beverages. This leads
to his being acclaimed a hero as
he comes upon some ne'er do
wells outside of a West Roxbury
package store, or in our patois, a

“packie.”
Detective Sergeant Cobb is there
because there is a fire sale on a
newly discontinued brand of suds.
he has got the maximum allowable
and is stowing them in his car. A
cop first and a beer aficionado a
close second, he notices the bad actors and confronts them. After a
fire fight, he captures the villains.
Sadly, the purchase does not survive. No matter, he is forever in police myth a champion.
The major plot revolves around
insurance fraud that is set off by the
murder of a peripheral character
whom our gumshoes follow up the
food chain to a high powered executive augmenting his salary with a
few scams. The story takes a chilling twist at the end, as our heroes
come through, scathed, but alive.
Mullen's second novel, Boston
harbors Murder, is a tale of the sea
and the T, at least at first. A drug
transfer on the open water ends in
murder and a murder in the government Center T stop leads to a
body on Spectacle, a Boston harNexT PAge
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Book Review
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bor Island.
Again, our lads have to travel all
over eastern Massachusetts to put it all
together. They end up in a shootout
on a garbage dump island so they can
solve the case and ketchum can survive and make it to his wedding.
The author is a fan of Raymond
Chandler and it shows. Chandler was
known for his metaphors such as “I
was a grain of sand on the desert of
oblivion.” Mullen is never far from
using language to portray situations
and events in ways not usually applicable.
In describing the lighting in a dive
not often patronized by the haut
Monde, Mullen notes, “The bar had
an air of close cramped spaces bumping into each other in the dark; the patrons probably puffed on cigarettes for
the illumination.”
Then there is the martinet of an administrative assistant, “She managed a
slight businesslike smile, as if she had
a monthly quota for smiles and was
deep in double digits – and it was only
the second week.”
The two books are part of the brave
new world of digital self-publishing.
This has been successful for a number
of writers most famously, the author of
50 shades of grey which we shall not
be reviewing.
It is not easy as it means not just
self-publishing, but unless one can afford help, self-editing. There is a reference to Scollay Square misspelled as
Scully along with a few typos. A small
inconvenience that does not overly detract from the enjoyment of the books.
They are available at Amazon on kindle and in paperback.
As an exile here in exurbia, happily
so, I still love the stories about the hub.
If you can put aside my bias for a
townsman, you may enjoy a few hours
with a couple of Boston policemen as
your beach companions. n
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O

BY LAURA B. HEYDEN

going around in circles

ne would think my first
whirl as a grandmother
would have prepared me for the
second.
So much for supposing.
Back in 2012, I didn’t know
what to expect. The parentsturned-grandparents
circle
around me assured my upgrading from mother to grandmother
would be more fun, less worrisome, more rewarding, and
much less tiring. “The kids go
home at the end of the day,”
many echoed.
What I wasn’t prepared for
was that, even as I anticipated the
wonder of holding my first
grandchild, there awaited something just as wonderful. Something as precious as, a few days
later, feeling the intensity with
which he’d fix his wide-open eyes
on me, as if to acknowledge
grammy was a sight worth ab-

Re: that whole wonderful
grandparent thing

sorbing to his very soul.
What became just as special
was watching my daughter
morph from wife to mother. She
exuded a deeper joy than even
on her wedding day, a greater seriousness of purpose than her
care for her students or the house
pup. In the midst of this passage

she also seemed to take on the
added worry and tiredness I have
been – to a degree – relieved of
as my son and daughter set out
paths of lives and loves of their
own.
last month, I expected to relive similar wonders as I awaited
my second grandchild’s birth –
this time, a girl. yes there would
be more pink, more bows and
ruffles. But I had been around
the block with a grandchild already. Nothing much would surprise me this time.
Nothing – except grandchild
Number One.
A month or so ago I asked my
grandson, “Are you excited
about having a little sister?’ he
looked me straight in the eye
with – I swear – the same gazeto-the-soul he shot my way as a
one-week-old, and answered,
CONTINUeS ON PAge
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INSIDE BANKING
By CAROLYN D. SZARLANE
SR VICE-PRESIDENT, INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
SAVERS BANK

PROFESSIONAL ADVICE
FROM A LOCAL
BANKING EXECUTIVE
FOR READERS OF
THE STURBRIDGE

I

TIMES MAGAZINE

f you’re like many consumers,
you’ve probably got a couple
of credit cards in your wallet or
pocket book. If so, you’ve probably also been receiving new
cards with a slightly new look: a
metal square embedded in the
front of your card. That square
is called an eMv Chip, and it
allows your card to function as a
“Smart Card.”

The Smart Card defined
Smarts Cards, or eMv-enabled cards, are changing the
way we shop with newer technology designed to protect us
from certain types of fraud.
eMv stands for europay
Mastercard visa. just like it
sounds, it is a technology that
unifies these three major companies, allowing consumers to feel
safe using their cards. Similar
chips have been used in france
as early as 1992, and used in
other parts of europe since
2003. Today, over a billion cards
around the world contain the
eMv Chip.
Before I explain more about
eMv, let me briefly explain the
way your traditional, magstripe
card works.
When you swipe your credit
card at a grocery store, the information stored on the magstripe
on the back of your card is being
transmitted through the card
reader at the store. That information is static, which means it
never changes. Once the reader
captures that information, it is
8

THE STURBRIDGE TIMES MAGAZINE

Demystifying smart cards

“EMV-enabled cards
do not add any
additional security
for online purchases,
so be sure to monitor
your statements.”
stored in order to complete the
transaction with your credit card
company. This allows the information to be vulnerable to a common
fraud technique known as skimming.
Now, let’s take a look at how
eMv works, to help you better understand how Smart Cards can
help protect you from fraud.
eMv-enabled cards are designed to be “dipped” into a card
reader, rather than swiped. At the
bottom of the reader, you’ve probably started seeing a new slot;
sometimes, it lights up blue. When
making a purchase, your card is inserted here. The card remains
there for the entire transaction.
This may take a bit longer, but it is
because the chip works through
contact.
The chip transmits information
from your card to the store, but
here’s the fun part: the chip does
not contain your account information. Instead, it creates a unique
code for each transaction. The in-

formation that the store received as
payment is only good once. When
you go to the next store, an entirely
new code is used! So if a fraudster
tried using that code again, like an
expired password, it would not
work.
Presently, it is important to note
eMv-enabled cards do not add any
additional security for online purchases, so be sure to monitor your
statements as you normally would.
So if the eMv Chip is more secure, why does your Smart Card
have the magstripe on the
back?
While there is a
strong push and
plenty of legislation
out there getting the
eMv cards up and
running in the US, it
is still a very costly project
converting all cards over
at a pace that businesses can afford. About sixty percent of retailers in the US are not yet equipped
to receive eMv Chip cards. During
this conversion, cards being issued
now will have both, allowing the
business to choose which they will
use. This comes at a cost to the
business however, because if they
choose to use the magstripe, fraud
liability lies with the business, since
swiping is less secure. So once a full
conversion has taken place, the
magstripe will surely go the way of
the dinosaur.
As such, if you use a debit card
on your checking account, it is likely
you’ll be seeing it with the eMv
Chip very soon, if you haven’t al-

ready. Some financial institutions
have sent out eMv-enabled debit
cards already, while others may
be issuing new cards within the
coming year, as conversion deadlines draw nearer.
Many merchants had a deadline to switch to eMv-ready devices toward the end of last year,
and pay-at-pump gas stations
have a deadline of October 2017.
New technologies are being
developed every day in order to
enhance our
lives and
keep

our
information
safe. financial
institutions
are continually working to integrate these
new technologies to help protect
our customers and our communities.

The chip transfers information
from your card to the store,
but does not contain your
account information. It creates
a unique code for each
transaction.
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First Person continued

There’s a new kid in town
fROM PAge

7

“yes no yes no yes no yes no.”
Thus began the unexpected narrative of
grandchild Number Two: Watching grandchild Number One take on the mantle of Big
Brother. he’d been rehearsing older-siblinghood since Christmas, wheeling a “little sister”
doll around the house in a miniature umbrella
stroller. he’d read his favorite book to the
make-believe sibling, telling more his story
than the one in print. Those were easy scenes
for him to play out in his unfolding drama of
family. It became more difficult for him when,
as his mom’s belly swelled, he had to refrain
from jumping on her lap. even less cool: being
woken up after a nighttime car ride, because
he was just too heavy for his very pregnant
mom to carry from car seat to toddler bed.
Perhaps his “yes no” answer evolved from one
sort of moment here, another sort of moment
there.
When the Big Day arrived my grandson
joined me for our first trip to the hospital. his
dad took him to meet the baby first. I followed
a few minutes later, walking in to find little
Sister propped by pillows, cradled in Big
Brother’s arms. “Meet Mallory Ann,’ he announced, having just learned her name. I’d
never seen him sit so straight or smile so wide.
The joyful exchange of three generations
ensued in the room through the afternoon. At
one point my grandson performed a Snoopy
dance as he exclaimed, “Tonight I get to sleep
at grammy’s.” After a round of great hugs
and kisses, the two of us headed down the
hallway, ten steps or so, until he stopped in his
tracks. Pointing his finger to his head, as if he
had just discovered a solution to a problem, he
said, “I forgot to tell Dad something.”
“Then let’s go back and tell him,” I said.
We retraced our steps to the room.
Message conveyed, we once again exchanged goodbye hugs. This time we made it
as far as the elevator when I felt the extra-tight
grasp of his hand over mine. As we descended
to the parking garage the tightness turned to
tension. Next, I perceived a lip quiver, then a
sniffle, followed by tears.
“I don’t want to go,” he cried softly.
We can go back for a bit, “ I said, pressing
the up button.
THE CHRONICLE OF STURBRIDGE COUNTRY LIVING

After our third visit Dad walked us to the car.
Big Brother cried, louder this time, but fell
asleep within minutes on the ride to grammy’s.
he awoke refreshed, recalling the visit with glee
and eager to share the day’s news with my
neighbors. “My little Sister was born today,”
he said, then turned to me to ask, “What was
her name again?” n

THE STURBRIDGE TIMES MAGAZINE

9

The Sturbridge Life

f

ire up the grill, take a son or daughter fishing, teach them to ride a bike or drive stick
shift – it’s time for fathers to do what fathers
do. Act surprised and amazed when sticky fingers and gap-toothed grins greet you Sunday
morning with toast (burned just a little) and
coffee (lukewarm but really strong). volunteer
to coach the team. help with a project. It’s
time for Sturbridge fathers to do what Sturbridge fathers have always done: love their
children, teach them what they can, and make
the most of every moment.
good fathers do what good fathers have
done forever; they provide: a roof over heads,
clothes on backs and food in bellies; an education, freedom from tyranny and oppression.
They try to give children the tools they need
to live a good life. early Sturbridge fathers
passed farm tools to their children, and knowledge of what to plant, when, and so much
more. ephraim fletcher and Sarah Davenport were farmers in Sturbridge. At least one
of their nine children, little ephraim, was born
here in 1767. At eight years old, he watched
his father, a private in Captain john Putnam's
company of minutemen; answer the call to
alarm on April 19, 1775.

What fathers Do
By ChRySeIA BReNNAN

ephraim, and many good fathers from
Sturbridge, marched to the famous alarm that
spurred “the shot heard round the world” and
witnessed the first blood shed in battle for U.S.
independence. Paul Revere and William
Dawes spread the alarm through the New
england countryside as general gage’s British
forces marched toward Concorde to arrest revolutionaries and destroy military stores.
fathers protect. Sturbridge population during the early years ranged from 896 (recorded
in 1765) to 1374 (recorded in 1776). We don’t
know how many were children, but families
were large.135 townsmen are listed as fighting
in the revolutionary war. One in ten of the
town’s population left their work, fields, homes
and families to do what fathers do.
Imagine little ephraim looking up at his father that spring morning. “Can I go, Dad? I
want to go!” followed by “No, son, not this
time. I’ll be back soon. you’ve got to stay and
help your Ma.” There were mouths to feed,
crops to plant.
Sturbridge sent fathers, sons and brothers.
Six members of the Plimpton and the hyde
families served; five Walkers and four Morses:
Asa, Daniel, enos and jeremy. They risked

everything to ensure a future of freedom and
liberty. Sturbridge fathers were of independent
ilk; their vote to approve the new constitution:
“Nay,” feeling it might impose on individual
and civil liberties.
They sent Captain Timothy Parker jr.
(1734 – 1809) as their representative to the
Provincial Congress at Concorde to register
this vote on the adoption of the new constitution in 1774. Parker led a company in both the
french and Indian War and the Revolution.
he and his wife Margaret White had 11 children. The trip to Concord probably took two
days on horseback when this man of 40 rode
off to present our vote, with not a convenience
store in sight for a few more centuries.
historical journals describe Parker as a man
of unusual size, with prominent and striking
features, well to do and successful. I wonder his
thoughts as he traveled the country road to
Concord? Many factors threatened his personal
safety including bad weather. Potential imprisonment, loss of property, even death, threatened by British forces, likely crossed his mind.
The weighty responsibility did not deter him.
fathers do what fathers do, sometimes helping with a loan. Timothy Newell is listed by the

AD BUILDER
PART-TIME
IMMEDIATE OPENING
Working for this monthly publication,
you will build ads in Adobe Photoshop
and deliver them on a tight schedule. You
will work flex hours 3 weeks a month,
with the 3rd week being most intensive.
Estimated 20 hours, on your own schedule. Knowledge of InDesign a plus, but
not necessary. Call Paul Carr at
508.450.8198.
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Daughters of the American Revolution as a
Sturbridge citizen who loaned money to the
governor to help fund the war effort of the
new nation. Someone needed to feed and pay
the soldiers, and put clothes on their backs.
This was not a typical just-until-payday loan;
it was made knowing the unlikelihood of being

repaid at all, let alone in a timely manner.
Our early Sturbridge fathers did what fathers always do. They oversaw the birth of the
nation, fought and compromised for it, protected it, financed it. They needed to know it
could stand on its own two feet, free and
strong. I remember my trepidation the first

time I handed car keys to a teen driver. handing the constitution and bill of rights over to
the next generation? A leap of faith beyond
measure. yet, in doing what fathers do, they
put their best effort into preparing the next
generation to protect the legacy, our Sturbridge way of life. n

Everyone Can Use a Little Help
with Home Improvements.
At Savers Bank, we make it easy and affordable.
CONTINUeD ON PAge

Home Equity Line of Credit

24

1.75 %

APR*

Apply online at saversbank.com or stop by
any of our locations today to get started.
Southbridge, Sturbridge, Charlton,
Auburn, Uxbridge, Grafton

Simply Beer.

*Home Equity Line of Credit (HELOC), APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Discounted rate in effect for the first 12 months billing cycles, then Prime + 0.00% for the life of the line, subject to minimum interest
rate of 4.00% and maximum interest rate of 18.00%. Rate changes monthly on the 1st calendar day of each calendar month. The index is the Prime Rate as published in the Wall Street Journal in the Money
Rate Section on the last business day of each month. The current Prime Rate is 3.50%. During the Draw Period payments are interest only based on average daily balance and interest rate. During the
Repayment Period Payments are Fixed Principal amount plus interest due with a $50 minimum payment. Term 20 years (10 year Draw/10 Year Repayment). A balance remaining at the end of the draw
period will automatically be set up on a 10 year repayment plan. Offered to New HELOC customers only. Minimum Loan Amount 10,000/Maximum Loan Amount $500,000. Owner Occupied Residential
Properties Only. Borrow up to 70% Combined Loan To Value (CLTV) based on tax assessed value or 80% CLTV with full appraisal, cost of appraisal paid by borrower. No application or closing fees, charges
may apply if property is held in trust. Payments do not include taxes or insurance premiums. Homeowners insurance on the property securing the line is required. $500 early termination fee applies if
you payoff and close the line of credit within three (3) years of the date you signed the note and mortgage. Discounted rate is valid as of April 11, 2016 and is subject to change at any time without notice.

saversbank.com ∙ 800.649.3036
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T HE STURBRIDGE A NNUAL

TOWN
MEETING
JUNE • 6 • 2016

7:00

W

ith the june 6 Annual Town
Meeting approaching, Sturbridge voters are reminded of the
benefits of having a form of town
government that puts control of
everything into citizens' hands.
every registered voter can vote
on every matter at the meeting. All
money spent by the town and all
laws adopted by the town are subject
to approval from the those who attend the Town Meeting.
“Sturbridge has been able to
hang on to something that's so rare:
the Town Meeting,” said Town Administrator leon gaumond jr. “few
realize how important it is -- the
meeting is the legislative branch of
the government.”
That means that all spending and
lawmaking is done by voters, not by
elected officials or town employees,

PM AT THE HIGH SCHOOL

B Y E L I S A K RO C H M A L N YC K Y J
said Town Clerk, lorraine Murawski.
“you are not electing a person to
represent you, you have your own
vote -- every person has a vote,” she
said.
In addition, Murawski said, anyone who wants to talk about an issue
up for vote can speak before the vote
is taken.
“you have an opportunity to stand
up and voice your opinion,” she said.
“you may sway how people vote.”
There are a few other Special
Town Meetings throughout the year,
but the Annual Town Meeting is the
most important.
“It's when we set our budget for the
upcoming fiscal year and when we
make all the decisions on our capital
expenditures,” she said. “That is very
important, because that affects the tax
rates. People come in here and pay

their tax bills and say 'we have the
highest taxes around,' and I want to
say 'you didn't come to Town Meeting, you can't complain.'”
gaumond said that while smaller
communities like Sturbridge have
been able to keep the Town Meeting
form of government, other communities feel they have outgrown the
Town Meeting and adopt a council
form of government.
“The problem is a lot of things
have become much more complicated, partially due to regulations,
partially due to legal entanglements,
and people don't feel like they understand things well enough to see
what the best course of action is,” he
said. “I think that scares some people
from coming.”
Back when towns were smaller
and simpler, the Town Meeting was
also smaller and simpler.
“The way it used to be, in the old
days, is that citizen farmers would
come together once a year to set a
budget and do the town's business
and see their friends,” he said. “Now
it's a lot more complicated.”
Another reason that may explain
the a lack of citizen participation is
that people have less time to become
involved in their town government,
gaumond said.
“It's a challenge at times to properly educate the citizenry to make

“I

am more and more convinced
that, with reference to any public question, it is more important
to know what the country thinks
of it than what the city thinks.
The city does not think much. On
any moral question, I would rather
have the opinion of Boxboro than of
Boston and New York put together.
When the former speaks, I feel as if
somebody had spoken, as if humanity was yet, and a reasonable being
had asserted its rights — as if some
unprejudiced men among the
country's hills had at length
turned their attention to the subject, and by a few sensible words
redeemed the reputation of the
race. When, in some obscure country
town, the farmers come together to
a special town-meeting, to express
their opinion on some subject
which is vexing the land, that, I
think, is the true Congress, and the
most respectable one that is ever
assembled in the United States.”
— Henry David Thoreau, 1854
Concord, Massachusetts

ADjACeNT PAge
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sure they can make good decisions,” he said.
“With mom and dad working full time, by the
time they get home and cook supper and put the
kids to bed, I don't know that the vast majority are
going onto the town's website to see what has been
going on.”
Of course, gaumond said, the lack of participation can be a sign that many residents trust
those who are making decisions for the town.
“Some people are happy leaving other issues
to those folks who have the time, knowledge, or
desire to weigh in on these issues,” he said. “The
individuals who come out to Town Meeting are
usually the most passionate about their government and to work with them is a great opportunity.”
Still, Murawski said, she would prefer to have
higher attendance at Town Meetings.
“I wish I could find a way to make people understand the importance of it,” she said. “I find it
disheartening that so few people show up. To me,
it is critically important.”
June 6 meeting
The Monday, june 6 Town Meeting will be
held at 7 p.m. at Tantasqua Regional high
School. All residents registered to vote in Sturbridge may vote, although children and other
non-voters can attend the meeting.
The meeting deals with fiscal year 2017,
which begins july 1 and ends june 30, 2017.
first and foremost is the adoption of the town
budget, gaumond said.
“It sets the course of action for what we are
going to be doing,” he said. “It's like the crown
jewel of what will be done at town meeting.”
Many of the articles to be voted on are routine
and range from accepting department reports, set-
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ting up revolving accounts for things like recreation
programs, and fund town departments.
each year, there are several non-routine issues
up for vote, which tend to garner the most attention
from voters, gaumond said.
The warrant for the meeting, which includes details about all 44 articles being voted on, is available
on the town's website, www.town.sturbridge.ma.us.
This year, there are four items that were added
to the Town Meeting Warrant by petition, meaning
that they did not go through the finance Committee and Board of Selectmen, as is usual, but were
added at the request of voters.
Three of those items -- items 41, 42 and 43, were
requested by the Tantasqua Regional School District and address a number of maintenance issues
in the 64-year-old agreement with Tantasqua Regional School District. The changes do not change
the current operating procedures.
The fourth petitioned article seeks to change the
town's “Demolition Delay Bylaw.” The current
bylaw requires a six-month waiting period before
any building over 100 years old can be demolished.
The new law would increase the waiting period to
12 months and decrease the age of the building to
50 years old.
Another non-routine item on the warrant is
funding two $45,000 feasibility studies, one for the
Public Works Building, the other for the Public
Safety Complex.
“Space is a consideration for both places,” gaumond said. “We are not necessarily saying we want
to build anything new, we are basically looking at
what the best use of the buildings could be. It could
mean we might want to put a $5,000 extension on
the Public Safety Building, it could mean we don't
need to do anything -- it could mean a lot of

things.”
Town Barn Fields
The big item on the agenda, gaumond said, is
the Town Barn fields project, which asks voters to
spend $6.3 million to design, construct and equip a
new recreation park complete with little league
baseball fields, a soccer/football/lacrosse field, a
basketball court, bocce court and playground.
That item would require approval from 2/3 of
the voters at the meeting. If approved, the request
would go to a town-wide ballot vote for the debt exclusion, meaning the voters will “override” Massachusetts' “Proposition 2-1/2” regulation that
prohibits towns from raising the tax levy more than
2.5 percent in any year.
The exact amount to be borrowed is not yet determined, although at least $1 million of it will
come from the Community Preservation fund, and
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The Essential Ingredient
at Sturbridge Cooperative
Nursery School ...

By Elisa Krochmalnyckyj
Sturbridge Cooperative Nursery School
teachers Deb Morin and Patti Shine think they
know why the school's reputation is so exceptional and why the boys and girls thrive there.
“We love them,” Morin said, glancing over at
Shine, both of them looking almost sheepish.
September will mark the school's 50th year
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and the 30th year Morin will be teaching
there. Shine has taught there 14 years.
Somehow, throughout the years, the teachers have been able to maintain a level of
serenity at the school that has parents in awe.
Discipline problems are rare, and raised
voices are even rarer. Throughout her 31
years, Morin can remember putting a child in
time out “once or twice,” she said.
how's that possible?
“Mutual respect, I think is key,” Morin
said, looking over to Shine, who was already
nodding her agreement.
What does “mutual respect” mean?
Morin thought for a moment.
“I think it means acceptance of the child
where they are. If they feel like you like them
just for who they are and they feel good about
themselves, then everything else will come,”
she said. “And you have to infuse a lot of
humor in it.”
The school, two doors down from Cumberland farms on Route 20 toward Brimfield,
is a cooperative where families rotate as “helping parent” in the classroom. The school day
is from 9 to 11:45 a.m. with 3-year-olds meeting Tuesdays and Thursdays and 4-year-olds

meeting Mondays, Wednesdays and fridays.
The single top priority at the school is simply nurturing the students, Shine said.
That's clear. While outside on the
playground, Shine noticed little Patrick crying -- he had fallen. Shine picked him up, and
he lowered his head to rest on Shine's shoulder, twirling her hair with his fingers.
When his tears subsided, he went back to
playing -- until he looked back at Shine, put
down his rock, and ran back to her, his arms
up. She picked him up, and he again rested
his head on her shoulder, twirling her hair.
“Oh, he's a little cuddle bug,” Shine explained, rocking him as she spoke.
getting the children outside on the playground every day is important to Morin and
Shine, especially because children tend to get
less outside time than they used to.
“Our rule is that unless it is under 20 degrees air or wind chill, or it's raining, we go
out,” Morin said. “even if it's been raining
and they see it stops, they say 'can we bring
the towels and wipe everything down?' and
we go out.”
Playground time is a priority with the chil-
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Sturbridge Cooperative Nursery School to open 50th year in September
fROM PAge 14

dren too.
“We are usually out at least 20 minutes, but today we were out a halfhour -- we voted,” Morin explained.
“We gave them a choice: do you want
to do 'book-and-pillow' or just go outside? We had one who voted for bookand-pillow, but the others voted to go
outside.”
Morin and Shine looked at each
other and chuckled.
“The little girl who voted for book
and pillow voted to go outside too,”
Shine explained.
Morin said no two years -- or even
two days -- have ever been the same.
And there's not been one day that she
has not loved going in to work.
“One little girl asked me if I had
any of my own children, and I told
her I was a mom too. The little girl
looked at me and said 'so when you
were little, you wanted to be a mom
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© 2016 Sturbridge Times Magazine photo by Elisa Krochmalnyckyj

Sturbridge Nursery School teachers Deb Morin, rear left, and Patti Shine, rear right, lead the students in song during the Mother's Day brunch the students served their mothers on May 6.

and a teacher?' I said 'yes,' and her two dreams have over- I'm going to cry -- she said 'your lapped. Morin's first association
dream came true.'” Morin said. with the school was in 1980, when
“It did.”
her daughter was four and was a
student there. Over the past few
years, her grandson and granddaughter have been her students.
Over the years, changes in society and with technology are reflected in the children, Morin said.
“There is a difference in their attention span and their need for instant gratification,” she said. “They
want everything 'quick.'”
Shine has noticed that children
are asking for more things than
they used to.
“They want more,” she said.
“Not that they need it, they just
want it, especially if someone else
has it. Before, kids never cared
what other kids had.”
Neither Shine nor Morin can
imagine a better job.
“All I can say is how much I
learn every year from the kids,”
Morin said. “I used to feel like the
mom of 40 kids. Now I feel like a
grandma of 40 kids. That's not a
bad thing. each year, I am more
comfortable in my own skin.”
Between growing up in
Sturbridge and her years of teach-

ing, Morin is a familiar face to
many.
“I was selling girl Scout cookies
outside of Stop & Shop with my
granddaughter a few weekends
ago, and I made a lot of sales because I saw so many former parents -- everyone gave me a hug,
which made me feel so good. I felt
like a celebrity. I did. It was heartwarming,” she said. “And it sold
cookies!”
Shine turned to Morin to update her on one of their former
students.
“I was at Micknuck's and I had
a cashier say 'are you a teacher at
the preschool?'” Shine said. “I
looked at her and said 'Morgan?' It
was Morgan!”
They remember Morgan lowell well.
“She came here, and her
mother came here, and her aunt
and uncle,” Morin explained.
“The manager at Micknuck's,
jonathan Cournoyer, I had him as
a student. I think I remember
every single student.”
Another of Morin's students
was Shine's son eric, who attended
the school in 1995 and 1996.
“I first knew Patti as a parent,” Morin said. “I think it helps
that we both experienced the
school as a parent first.”
Morin and Shine work together
so well the students think of them
as a unit, and seem confused that
the preschool is not their only family.
“If they see one of us outside of
the preschool, they ask us where
the other one is,” Shine said. “And
when we talk about 'Mr. Morin' or
'Mr. Shine' they look at us and say
'who's that?' It's because here
you're so comfortable with each
other. It's like being home.”
Being a co-op where parents are
involved enhances that sense of
family, and helps in many other
ways.
ADjACeNT PAge
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“Because the parents are here, everything
is so transparent, that's the word that's used
today,” Morin said. “They get to see us with
the kids, and they get to see their kids with
other kids.”
having the parents so involved can be inconvenient for the parents and sometimes requires them to juggle jobs and switch days
with other parents, but it's good for everyone,
Morin said.
“Nowadays, a lot of the parents work, but
if they are taking some of their time for this,
they are saying 'this is important,' and 'education is important,' “ Morin said. “And most
of all they are telling their kids that they are
important.”
The children also know they are important
to the teachers, and that reaps many rewards,
Shine said.
“After vacation last week, one of the little
girls -- Neave -- asked me 'Did you think
about me every day, and wonder what I was
doing?'” Shine recounted, her face softening.
“I told her I did. They are so sweet. They are

a great group of kids.”
Shine, whose energy belies the years she's
been teaching, said the children keep her feeling young -- until she sees some of her former
students all grown up.
“The students I had my first year are seniors graduating now,” Shine said. “It makes
you sad sometimes. It's going quick, but you
don't realize it because you're having fun.”
The school's building was deeded to the
town in 1942 by the fiskdale Baptist Society
with the condition that it be used for youth
purposes and was turned over to the preschool 50 years ago. The school is required to
pay for utilities and upkeep, although the
town will periodically pay for a major repair
through approval at Town Meeting, Morin
said.
That rent-free building, combined with the
fact that parents serve on the school's boards
and committees and help maintain the building and school grounds, keeps the costs down
and allows the school to stay small.
Morin, comfortable in her preschool-sized
chair, looked around the room

“I love the feel of the school,” she said. “I
love this school, I love the kids. That's the one
thing I tell parents, the only thing that I can
promise: I will love your children.”

Please help June 4:
National Trails Day

j

oin the folks on National Trails Day at the
Burgess elementary School Nature Trail.
The Trail is located behind Burgess elementary school, with access from the lower ball
field. The group will be working from 8:00
a.m. until 3:00 p.m. Pizza and drinks will be
served around 12noon.
The group hopes to make great headway in
completing The Trail, so it can be open for
public use by the start of the 2016-2017 school
year. Please bring a wheelbarrow, wear work
boots, work gloves and long pants.
Contact
Sarah
lafrance
at
sarahlafrance_13@yahoo.com or via phone at
508-498-6214 for more information and to
RSvP to the event. Thanks, in advance, for
your help and hard work.

PROTECT THE ROOF OVER YOUR HEAD
FREEDOM FROM WORR
RY
Y® WITH THE RIGHT HOME INSURANCE
A re you t ired of worr y ing about you r insu ra nce covera ge?
With over 75 yea rs of experience in the insura nce industr y, we pride ourselves
on providing our clients with coverage they ca n have ffu
u ll confidence in,
especia lly at the time of a cla im.
Our licensed sta ff will help to identif y your unique insura nce needs, then
work to find the coverage you need at a competitive, a ff
ffo
ordable price.

WW
W
WW
W
W . M C G R AT H I N S U R A N C E . C O M

800.342.3859

A sk how you can qu alif y ffoor our Freedom P
Pll an tod
d ay!
258 Main Street Sturbridge, MA 01566 . 130 West Main Street Spencer, MA 01562
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LOCALBUSINESS

If you eat hot dogs, there’s a place for you in Sturbridge

T

By Elisa Krochmalnyckyj
ucked in the outside corner of the yankee
Spirits building, village hot Dog is one
of Sturbridge's tiniest hidden treasures.
hot-dog-truck prices prevail, with the
American dog costing $2, and the most expensive dogs -- a chili dog or “junkyard dog” -topping the price list at $2.95. There are
plenty of dogs in between, along with a few
non-dog specials, like clam chowder, Italian

sausage with peppers and onions, and most recently, pastrami subs.
village hot Dog originally opened in 2011
for weekends during tourist season, then was
bought a year ago by Bob “Mr. Bob” Dambra,
a restaurateur from Shrewsbury, who turned it
into a year-round eatery that's open every day
but Monday.
Steven Rapose, who lives in Woodstock, CT,
said he comes to Sturbridge several times a
week and stops at village hot Dog before

heading home.
“I always grab a hot dog for the ride
home,” he said. “They are absolutely the
best hot dogs around.”
While things have been good and wordof-mouth is keeping business steady,
Dambra has yet to figure out customers'
patterns. The times that Dambra thought
business would be good, like during flea
markets, didn't pan out. The days he didn't
expect a crowd, like the week leading up to
the flea market and a recent rainy Tuesday,
business is booming, he said.
“every day is different,” he said. “I have
never had two days that are the same. I keep
my books, and when I look back, I can't
even relate what I did this year to last year.
It's crazy. But I come in every day and take
it the way it is.”
By the time Dambra got up and running
last year, the summer was half over. This
summer will be the most telling, he said.

Town Meeting
fROM PAge 13

officials are hoping to apply for grants and
other private funding, officials said.
The finance Committee recommend that
the town take no action on the article because
there are so many other capital expenditures
the town is considering, including a Route 15
sewer extension; feasibility studies on the Public Safety Complex, Senior Center and Public
Works building; the use of the 8 Brookfield
Road building; and the purchase of a new ladder truck, according to the Town Meeting
warrant.
“The finance Committee believes it is in
the best interest of the Town to obtain the proposed costs for all these projects, and to weigh
them together rather than consider them individually,” the warrant said.
Selectmen voted against recommending
approval of the article, but that does not mean
that the proposal is off the agenda, gaumond
said.
“It means that someone else has to stand
up and bring up the motion,” he said. “It
could be any voting member at the Town
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Village Hot Dog owner Bob “Mr. Bob” Dambra serves a customer inside his small eatery.

“People know I'm here now,” he said. “So
I'm doing better. Saturdays, for hours at a time,
I have a line at the door.”
One of the problems Dambra faces is that
village hot Dog is not visible from the street - but he has found a way to overcome the problem.
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“There are two kids I put out in hot-dog
suits,” he said. “It's really cool when the kids
are out there dancing and waving people in.
you can see pictures of it on the village hot
Dog facebook page.”
The idea was a good one.
“People come right in and tell you 'I would-

n't be here if I didn't see those kids dancing out
there,'” he said.
The kids who wear the suits came in looking
for jobs.
“I said 'I can't hire you, but if you want to
volunteer to go out in these hot-dog suits for a
couple of hours, I'll feed you,'” Dambra said.
“They said 'fine.' So they did, and then they
came in and had corn dogs, some soda, a couple of bags of chips...it was great!”
Dambra said he'll make the same offer to any
kids who are willing to go out in the hot-dog
suits.
village hot Dog customers are a mix of area
residents and people passing through. Most
local customers end up coming back, while the
others are what Dambra called “one-time hitters.”
“A lot are from out of town who are going to
Burger king and come here instead,” he said.
“I like it when there are back-ups on the Mass
Pike because that's when they come here. One
back up is three customers for me!”
Many customers are already parked near
village hot Dog because they're shopping at
yankee Spirits, and stop at village hot Dog on
the way out, Dambra said.
“People from out of town go to the liquor
PAge
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HOW TO..

with Pam Palagyi

Exclusively for the readers of
The Sturbridge Times Magazine

P

ack the bags...grab the kids…it’s
time for vacation! Summer has
arrived and with it comes thoughts of
relaxation, de-stressing, and spending
quality time with loved ones.
Cost can vary depending on four
factors: transportation, lodging, food,
and entertainment. With the price
tag on vacations continuing to rise,
here are some ways to stretch your
vacation dollars.
Transportation
getting there is almost half of the
average budget. Some factors to take
into account are the number of people travelling and the current cost of
gasoline.
1. flight costs. Consider using fre-
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Trimming the vacation budget

quent flyer miles, airline mile credit
cards, or purchase your ticket
ahead of time for increased savings.
you can also check out sites like
Momondo.com to find the lowest
fare available.
2. Drive to your destination.
The larger the family, the more cost
effective it is to motor down the
highway.
3. go local or regional. Consider a Staycation and make
daytrips to regional attractions, museums, and beaches. have you
walked the freedom Trail or visited
the Statue of liberty? even Washington D.C. is only eight hours by
car. Take advantage of the tourist

spots that are close and trim those
transportation expenses.
Lodging
1. Stay with family or friends.
Only 42% of vacationers actually
have lodging expenses in the U.S.
and 60% incur them internationally.
2. Rent a home or try a home exchange. Airbnb.com is one source
where you can book homes from
local hosts in 191 countries. homeexchange.com has over 65,00 members
who trade houses around the world.
vrbo.com offers vacation rentals
across the U.S. We recently rented a
six-bedroom lake house for a family
reunion that cost $3000, but it housed
seventeen people. The overall cost per
family unit was minimal.
3. Camp. for those of us who love
the outdoors, camping is an ideal
way to make lasting memories. With
a small initial investment, your family
can enjoy years of frugal vacation
time together. Think s’mores, fishing,
and singing around the campfire!
Food
The average expenditure for food
is $33/person per day. More than
80% of that figure is spent in restaurants and accounts for almost a third
of the budget.
1. go out for lunch instead of dinner. Most restaurants offer luncheon
menus at a fraction of the cost of
their dinner fare.
2. Stay at a hotel with a complimentary breakfast. A family of four
would save $30 to $40 a day.
3. Bring your own drinks and
snacks.
4. keep meals simple. Remember,
mom is on vacation, too! Try cereal
for breakfast, sandwiches for lunch,
and grill out for dinner. Share the
meal prep and clean-up responsibilities. If you are with other families,

schedule one day for each household
to host the meals.
Entertainment
1. City passes. Most large cities
offer a one-price pass for their main
attractions on sites like citypass.com.
The savings can be 40% or more,
but make sure these are places on
your list to visit.
2. National Parks and museums.
Purchase an annual park pass, family membership, or multi day passes
at many attractions.
3. look for discount codes and
passes online. Sign up for special
sales notices on sites like
groupon.com. I purchased four tickets for a Boston trolley and harbor
tour at half the regular rate on
groupon.
4. Consult travel apps for bargains and places that are worth your
time and money. I defer to TripAdvisor for real reviews from actual
people who have frequented the
places. My husband and I discovered an out-of-the-way seafood hut
in Mexico that offered great food,
hospitable service, and ambiance for
a fraction of the price of the ritzy
restaurants.
Many travel sites include added
discounts when you bundle lodging,
flight, and car rental. If you are able
to travel last minute, check out vacationstogo.com and their 90 Day
Ticker. Cruise lines drop their prices
over 50% in order to fill their cabins.
Interpidtravel.com is another discount travel site.
The average American family vacation spends $1,145 per person or
$4,580 for a family of four. By incorporating a few of the suggestions
above, you can enjoy a memorable
vacation but keep the costs manageable!
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sturbridge’s fitness expert

HEALTH&FITNESS
By Julie Gerrish
PERSONAL TRIANER
JULIE GERRISH FITNESS, STURBRIDGE

I

n my April column, I talked
about personal training and
how a trainer is a coach who motivates, leads by example and believes in you. I truly love being a
trainer and helping people become
their best selves.
As father’s Day approaches, I
want to share with you a story
about my dad, one of my very first
coaches, and the person who was
probably the greatest influence on
my becoming a trainer.
I was in fourth grade, the smallest kid in my entire grade. I loved
playing sports. I had just moved to
Missouri a year before and was still
the “new girl.” I signed up for the
recreational softball team.
I
showed up for practices with my
new glove and baseball hat and an
excitement to play and make some
new friends.
And then it came time for my
first game. I sat the bench for the
entire game until the end of the
last inning, when my coach stuck
me in right field. I knew that being
stuck in right field for the last inning of the game was not a good
thing. Most of all, I just wanted to
THE CHRONICLE OF STURBRIDGE COUNTRY LIVING

With dad as my coach

play, and it was obvious that my
coach did not think I was very
good, which was very humiliating.
I held back tears that day as I
walked off the field at the end of
the game.
And so it went for the rest of the
season: me playing outfield if I
played at all. My dad came to the
games and watched, and even
though I thought he was too busy
with work and my two siblings to
really notice what was going on, he
did notice, and he volunteered to
coach a team next year.
Our team was definitely considered the underdogs next to the
powerhouses of the team I was
originally on, a group of somewhat
older girls who were tall, fast and
very athletic.
My dad asked me where I
wanted to play. Well, I wanted to
pitch. So I did. I practiced hard
and I got to pitch along with another girl on the team. My dad and
his assistant showed up for practices
and worked with us, and encouraged us to work hard and show up
to win. Our team did well and
made it to finals. We beat the team

that I had played for before, and
then we went on to beat all the
other teams in the league and
win the Tri-County Championship, the highest level we could
reach at that tender age of fifth
grade.
That summer season of my
youth taught me a lot. It taught
me that my dad believed in me,
that I was a good softball player,
and that I could achieve great
things if I practiced and worked
hard and believed in myself, all
good traits in sports and in life. I

want to thank my dad for helping out his little girl, for seeing
something in that tiny tomboy
that no one else saw at the time.
My dad was recently diagnosed
with Alzheimer’s Disease, and he
has good days and bad days,
days where he can’t remember
things as well as he did the day
before. No matter what, I will
always remember the dad who
swooped in and saved me, and
helped shape me into the person
I am today. Thanks Dad; I love
you.
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NON-COMPETES

ne great way for a chef to keep his sous chef from
opening a restaurant across town is to make him
sign a contract that he won’t and, that if he does anyway, the courts can shut him down.
This is also a great way to stifle competition, curb
innovation and diminish pizza options. That’s why
non-compete agreements are frowned upon by many
lawmakers, who are considering adding new limits
these agreements.
Under the current rules, an employer has to limit a
non-compete agreement so that it only lasts a few years
and only extends a few miles outside their place of
business. They are common in high-tech industries.
Employers don’t want to spend the time and money
to train an employee who is just going to walk out the
door and use that training to compete with the employer.
The problem is that some employers have no good
reason to prevent employees from striking out on their
own. The chef, for instance, who pays his sous-chef an
hourly wage can’t justify a non-compete, nor can a
summer camp that makes its counselors sign a noncompete. Yet some pizza joints and summer camps
have required their employees to sign non-competes.
The new rules would prohibit non-competes
for low-wage workers, employees under 18 and anyone
fired without cause. It would also limit the time between quitting and opening up your new shop to more
than one year and perhaps even force employers to pay
former employees 50 percent of their salary while they
wait out that year.
Maybe these limitations would make non-competes
non-existent and that would make Massachusetts like
many other states that have prohibited the agreements
altogether and, as such, also have the best pizza.
22 THE STURBRIDGE TIMES MAGAZINE

MUSINGS FROM LONG HILL

s

SIRE, THE INTELLECTUALS ARE REVOLTING!
BY RICHARD MORCHOE

ast month I wrote a review of The Deep
State: The Fall of the Constitution and the Rise
of a Shadow Government by Mike lofgren in
these pages. It was an uneven book, but valuable in that the author exhaustively documented all the players in the body politic who
wield excessive power.
One aspect of the book we, on long hill,
thought overdone was his discussion of antiintellectual trends in our nation. They scare
lofgren no end. The people who run the
Creation Museum and the Intelligent Design
folks make him nervous. This in spite of the
fact that they have absolutely no hope of getting anywhere near the levers of power. Sure,
both parties are happy to take their money,
but then they do what they want. The fringe
agenda for the most part gets short shrift. A
john hagee may want to nuke Iran, but there
are not a few secularists who sing that tune.
So are we going down the tubes intellectually? We referred the question to our offical
think tank, The long hill Institute for the
Study of the Intellect in America or TlhIftSotIiA for short. After some tiring investigation that led to a well needed nap, they
concluded, “Oh Please.”
Our exceptional nation has a long and stellar intellectual tradition, not. The man who
wrote the book on American Democracy,
called Democracy in America was a true great

intellect. Alexis de Tocqueville, came over
from france to observe our society. here is
what he had to say about the life of the
mind in the US,
I do not know a country where there is in
general less intellectual independence and
less freedom of discussion than in America...In America the majority builds an impregnable wall around the process of
thinking.
The inquisition was never able to prevent
the circulation in Spain of books opposed
to the religion of the majority. The majestic
rule of the majority does better in the
United States; it has removed even the
thought of publishing them.
So circa 1835 we were an incurious lot.
That did not mean we did not have a class
of intellectuals. They resided in cloisters
known as colleges. Occasionally, they were
unleashed on the nation and it did not always go well.
Woodrow Wilson was as deep a thinker
as you could get in this country. Before he
became our president he was president of
Princeton University.
What did his powers of cognition tell him
to do as head of state. After some hemming
and hawing about keeping us out of war, he
soon found himself a crusader not long after
ADjACeNT PAge
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his reelection as a peace guy. Ignoring all of
human history, he made the absurd statements
that we would fight in World War I to “Make
the world safe for democracy” and it would
be “The war to end all wars.”
Also from the same era, herbert Croly,
though dropping out of harvard three times,
is considered one of the great intellects of the
day. he was co-founder of The New Republic.
When facebook's Chris hughes purchased the
magazine, he claimed to have been inspired by
Croly.
So how did he stack up as a smart guy. It
would seem he liked big ideas more than people. herb supported American intervention
and unlike Wilson, was never mealy mouthed
about it. To quote the man, “The American
nation needs the tonic of a serious moral adventure.”
Now, if one thinks about it, it is not qualitatively different from the words of Mussolini
speaking of the Spanish Civil War, “The war
in Spain, Il Duce said, would give the Italian
middle class “a sound kick in the shins....and
when that’s done, I’ll invent something else so
that the character of the Italians forms itself
through war.”“
Neither Mr. Wilson nor Mr. Croly lost as
much as a fingernail in moral struggle. Unfortunately, over 100,000 Americans would die in
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the glorious cause. None of Wilson's high
minded agenda was accepted by the allies
other than the league of Nations talking
shop. Britain and france squeezed a prostrate germany, and we all know the end result of that.
It is inconceivable that Adolph hitler
could have ever come to power without
American intervention. No matter, the president is revered for his role with an institute
named after him at Princeton. Croly, though
he later took to mysticism, is still esteemed in
the liberal pantheon.
fast forward to our own era. There are
still so many who claim to be savants that is
hard to pick one as representative of the
species. Still, let us choose.
Max Boot is considered a brilliant military
historian. he was as hard a hawk on Iraq as
any neocon. have his views changed on that
conflict? Well, he admits if we had known
then what we know now we might not have
invaded, but he wrote a 2013 article in Commentary titled, “No Need to Repent for Support of Iraq War.” Certainly, that is so for
him as he never faced any real danger to life
and limb and has failed upward. his current
sinecure is as the jeane j. kirkpatrick Senior
fellow in National Security Studies at
the Council on foreign Relations.
So has the man learned anything? Proba-

bly not. he was all for supporting intervention in libya, a non-success if there ever was
one.
he has decided to support hilary instead
of Trump because The Donald is less for war
than Clinton.
Boot writes a lot and not badly, but most
of his screed is the torture of logic to advance
an agenda. he should heed the motto of
The long hill Institute, Never Overthink.
So should Mike lofgren and other like
members of the great washed fear a nation
of troglodytes. Probably not. Considering
the deprivations suffered by the lower orders
due to all the machinations of the über* class
that he shined a light on, it is the other way
around.
Anyway, as de Tocqueville noted, we are
not a nation of thinkers, but more a country
of doers. look around the house you live in.
We have a rough environment here in New
england that is seasonally harsh. yet we have
heat in the winter and cooling in the summer.
food is easily cooked, in seconds if you want
it. Dishes are done at the touch of a button.
life is not bad.
No Ph.D in Political Science, Sociology or
the Post Modern Novel came up with any of
it.
*Not the ride sharing service. n
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store, especially from Connecticut because
liquor is cheaper here,” he said. “Probably
50 percent of my business is from people
coming out of the liquor store. Maybe 10
percent is from the host (Sturbridge host
hotel). The other 40 percent is a lot of
walk-ins.”
“When I bought this place I was actually looking for breakfast joint, and then I
saw this on Craig's list,” he said. “I walked
in, and I said 'yes, I'll take this.'”
Dambra is proud of the “Best of
greater Sturbridge” award for “Best fast
food” that village hot Dog received from
the readers of The Sturbridge Times Magazine.
“I just got that,” he said, pointing at the
framed award, which he pointed out to
every customer who entered. “That's cool.
That's a plus.”
One of the other attention-getters at
village hot Dog is “frank” a person-sized
stuffed hot dog who is seemingly sitting relaxing outside the eatery, his legs crossed
and his arm slung over the bench.
“People all day long take pictures of
him,” Dambra said. “frank gets a lot of
attention.”
There are also village hot Dog T-shirts
and drink “koozies” for sale, as well as free
village hot Dog tattoos for kids. n
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2 1/2 years old from Sears in Auburn ... runs like a top

Moving - Must Sell

Kenmore Freezer Type C-13
In Sturbridge: Call 508.450.8198

First

$175

Takes it!

Width 43” • Depth 27.5” • Height 35”

Gently used,
Dependable,
Economical
& Quiet!

This 13 cu. ft. Kenmore chest freezer 1634 combines spacious storage room with organizational eﬃciency, whether you’re freezing for bulk storage or easy-to-reach daily use (which we do). The low
proﬁle freezer holds up to 448 pounds of frozen goods and includes two lift-out Baskets with removable dividers for easy space conﬁguration. When closed, it doubles as a counter. An interior lamp provides plenty of visibility throughout. ENERGY STAR eﬃciency adds cost savings to the mix, along with
great organization and style.
A spacious interior means better organization, easier access and more storage options, which makes
this freezer perfect for pizzas, ice cream, ﬁsh, meats and bulk buys.
The lift-out baskets keep smaller, daily necessities within reach to simplify storage and make it easy
to move when it’s time to reach deep.

THE CHRONICLE OF STURBRIDGE COUNTRY LIVING

PETQ&A
WITH

KATHY MENARD

housebreaking an older dog; jumping problem

Q. We are looking into adopting a rescue
dog that came up from down south that is oneyear-old and not housebroken. Is it possible
to housebreak a dog of this age? What is the
best way to go about it?

dom in the house. I mentioned above to bring
her out every hour or more often. She may
not need to go this often, but you want to give
her the opportunity to should she need to so
she doesn't end up going in the house.

was a young puppy for housebreaking purposes. Bring her out often, at least once an
hour, for the first few weeks. When you know
she should need to go, such as first thing in the
morning or after you've been gone several
hours, bring her directly out to the area you
would like her to go in. Do not talk to her
until she squats, then very calmly praise her
and use a phrase that will later become her
command, such as good girl do your business.
Say this very calmly. If you say it in an excited
voice she will clamp her muscle and come to
you. After 2 weeks of calmly praising her and
putting a command to it you shoud be able to
bring her outside and tell her to go do her
business and she should understand what it
means. If you bring her out and you know she
more than likely needs to go but she does not,
bring her in and put her in her crate for a little
while (at least 5-10 minutes) then try again.
going to the bathroom outside earns her free-

from jumping we cannot break him of it. We
are so desperate we are considering using a
shock collar. Please help.

A. you would treat this dog as though it

Q. No matter what we do to stop our dog

A. Please do not use a shock collar to teach
the dog not to jump. your dog is jumping because humans have reinforced the behavior it would be very unfair to the dog to shock it
for doing what it thinks humans want.
yelling or scolding your dog, pushing it down,
using your knee, etc are all forms of reinforcement. your dog is jumping for attention. you
need to set up a session where someone holds
the dog on a leash or you tie it to something you need to be sure the dog cannot move the
person or object it is tied to...a second person
approaches the dog talking to it, with treats in
their hands - as the dog jumps that second person says something like “nope” and takes 1/2
step away from the dog turning sideways, looking away. They wait a few seconds then try

again. each time the dog jumps they turn
away. It is critical that the person not actually
walk more than 1 step away. If they take several steps the dog will assume they are leaving
and their brain will move on to something
else, then they won't make the connection.
Usually within 5 or 6 times the dog will offer
a sit - the person approaching needs to
quickly reward the dog. If the dog jumps as
they go to reward it, they again turn away
from the dog. The dog needs to see anytime
it jumps the person turns away. This will
need to be repeated 5 or 6 times in 5 or 6
places with 5 or 6 people before the dog will
generalize and not jump on anyone anywhere.

Kathy Menard has been a dog trainer for over
35 years and is certiﬁed through the Certiﬁcation
Council for Professional Dog Trainers. She has
trained under three world-renowned Schutzhund
trainers for 14 years and has competed in the
American Kennel Club and the sport of
Schutzhund, earning over 15 titles. Kathy is the
owner of Compatible Canine in Fiskdale, MA.

In
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INSURANCE
GUIDANCE
By Richard McGrath, CIC, LIA
PRESIDENT & CEO, McGRATH INSURANCE GROUP

A

s your thoughts begin to shift towards summer activities, now is the time to sit down
with your independent agent and review your
homeowner’s insurance policy. Many recreational
items that are enjoyed during the summer also
have the potential to expose homeowners to costly
liability claims.
Although a standard homeowner policy will
provide liability protection to cover the legal and
medical costs when someone is injured on your
property, there may be limitations and exclusions
for “attractive nuisances.” An attractive nuisance
is an object, structure or condition that is both
dangerous and irresistibly inviting or intriguing to
children.
According to the attractive nuisance doctrine,
a property owner will be held liable for injuries to
children, if the injury is caused by any hazardous
condition or object on the land, that is attractive
to curious children who are unable to understand
the risk involved in such condition or object.
Ten of the most common attractive nuisances
are railroads, swimming pools, farm equipment,
construction sites, power lines, fountains and
ponds, abandoned cars, old appliances, holes, and
playgrounds.
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Attractive Nuisances prove
dangerous to young children

As a homeowner, you need to ensure that
certain safety measures are in place to dissuade children from playing on or around any
attractive nuisances on your property. As an
added precaution, it might be wise to rid
yourself of certain attractive nuisances such
as trampolines, home-made skateboard

ramps, pool slides and diving boards.

Swimming pools.
With warmer days around the corner, the
pool can be a fun way to cool off, but it can
also be a hazardous place for young children.
The National Safety Council reported that
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there were 184,190 swimming injuries treated in hospital emergency
rooms in 2013, including injuries
resulting from the use of slides and
diving boards. Out of that total,
41.7 percent of injuries involved
children between the ages of five
and 14.
In addition to injury, drowning
is another serious threat to children.
In 2012, the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC)
found that there were 364 fatal
drownings in pools and spas involving children younger than 15, and
279 fatal drownings involving children under five.
If you own a swimming pool,
take the following precautions to
ensure the safety of your children
and other children in your neighborhood. Install fencing that is fourfeet or taller and a self-closing,
self-latching gate around the pool
or deck area to prevent children
from entering the area unsupervised.
Make sure that nobody swims
alone and never leave a child unattended, either nearby or in the
pool. equip your door, gate, or pool
with an audible alarm to alert you
when someone enters the pool area,
and stock life-saving equipment in
the pool area such as life preservers,
a reaching pole, or a rescue hook.

Trampolines.
Although children and teens,
even young adults, enjoy playing on
trampolines, they can be dangerous
and cause serious harm. In 2014,
the CPSC estimated that there
were 104,691 people treated in hospital emergency rooms for trampoline-related injuries. Children are
the most common victims, with kids
between the ages of six and 14 accounting for two-thirds of all emergency room visits, according to the
CPSC.
The most common trampoline
injuries include broken bones, concussions and other head injuries,
sprains/strains, bruises, paralysis,
and death. The CPSC has reported
22 deaths resulting from a trampoline incident within a 10-year period from 2000 to 2009.
If you own a trampoline, provide adult supervision at all times
and don’t allow children under six
to use it; kids six years and younger
have the greatest risk of injury.
limit the number of jumpers to
one at a time, and stop jumpers
from performing tricks like somersaults. Do not use trampolines without shock-absorbing pads that
cover its springs, hooks and frame.
Always remove the ladder when not
in use to prevent children from
climbing up.

Skateboard ramps.
Skateboarding has become a
popular activity amongst young
kids and teens, but it has risks just
like any other sport. In 2013, the
National Safety Council found that
120,424 people were treated in hospital emergency rooms after being
injured while skateboarding, 35.1
percent involved children ages five
to 14 and 51.3 percent involved
those aged 15 to 24.
If you have a home-made skateboard ramp, restrict children under
the age of five from riding a skateboard, and supervise children ages
six to 10 when using the ramp. Require all users to wear protective
gear, including a helmet, elbow
pads, knee pads, wrist guards, etc.
Remember, the American Academy of Pediatrics recommends the
use of designated skate parks over

home-made ramps and jumps since
skate parks are more likely to be
monitored for safety.
If you are a homeowner who
has a swimming pool, trampoline,
skateboard ramp, or other identifiable “attractive nuisance,” contact
your independent agent immediately to update them with this information. Neglecting to talk to your
agent about these attractive nuisances beforehand could end up
leaving you financially responsible
for any children who are injured on
your property. n
Richard A. McGrath, CIC, LIA is
President and CEO of McGrath Insurance Group, Inc. of Sturbridge, Mass. He
can be reached at 508-347-6850 or rmcgrath@mcgrathinsurance.com.
This article is written for informational
purposes only and should not be construed
as providing legal advice.

OUR COFFEE BEANS ARE FRESH ROASTED IN SOUTHBRIDGE
STURBRIDGE

ROASTERS

Fresh roasted coffee sold by
the pound or the cup
Arabica beans from around
the World; Organic offerings
Espressos, lattes, cappuccinos
Pastries, light breakfast, lunch
Community Fundraisers
Gift Certificates, Gift Baskets
and Gift Ideas Available

210 Hamilton Street | Southbridge, MA 01550 | (508) 765-5520

www.sturbridgecoffeeroasters.com
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YARDWORKS

Caring for what grows in your yard

By Tom Chamberland, ISA

gypsy moth caterpillars

Tom Chamberland is the Tree Warden for the Town of Sturbridge and a Certified Arborist

y

es, they are back, with a building population, the gypsy Moth caterpillar (lymantria dispar) has returned to our yards in the
Sturbridge area.
The gypsy moth is one of North America's
most devastating forest pests. like the tale of the
sorcerer’s apprentice, the gypsy moth is an example of an experiment gone horribly wrong.
The moth was brought to the United States in
1869 in a failed attempt to start a silkworm industry by e. leopold Trouvelot. The species
originally evolved in europe and Asia and has
existed there for thousands of years. About 10
years after this introduction, the first outbreaks
began near Boston and in 1890 the State and
federal government started their attempts to
eradicate the gypsy moth. These attempts ultimately failed and since that time, the range of
gypsy moth has continued to spread throughout
the eastern United States. here in the Sturbridge area our last severe outbreak of gypsy
Moth occurred in the mid 1980’s, which older
residents may recall. however, over the last
month, my phone has been ringing off the
hook, with inquires about our current gypsy
moth infestation. Current infestation does not
seem to completely cover Sturbridge, however
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expansion is likely, so here is what you need to
know.
Identification:
gypsy moth caterpillars start as a tan or
light brown egg mass, laid by the white colored
female moth from mid-july thru September,
and usually hatch by mid-May, timed with the
leaf expansion of our deciduous trees. gypsy
moth caterpillars change appearance as they
grow. young caterpillars are black or brown
and about ¼ inch (.6 cm) in length. As they
grow, bumps develop along their backs along
with coarse, black hairs. each of the 11 sections of a developed caterpillar will have two
colored spots, the first five pairs, blue, and the
last six, red. Mature caterpillars can be as long
as 2 ½ inches (6.35 cm).
The Life cycle:
Tree damage is caused by the insect larvae
feeding. The larvae move to the leaves of trees
and begin to eat, mostly at night. During daylight hours, larvae generally seek shade from
the sun but feeding can occur in daytime in
heavy infestations. gypsy moth larvae grow
by moulting, five moults for males and six for
females. In this first week of june we are entering the 2nd moulting stage. feeding occurs in

the “instar” stage or period between each
moult. As might be expected, a caterpillar’s appetite increases with each moult. feeding continues until late-june to early july when the
caterpillar enters the pupal stage emerging, finally, as a moth. Both male and female moths
exist only to reproduce once with the brown
colored male moths flying to find the white colored females who are too heavy to fly. After the
females lay their eggs from july to September,
moths of both sexes then die.

Effect on our trees:
The gypsy moth caterpillar is not a fussy
eater. It has a preference for the leaves of deciduous hardwood trees such as maple, elm,
and particularly oak. gypsy moths can also
feed on apple, alder, birch, poplar and willow
trees. As it grows it will also attack evergreens
like pines and spruces. gypsy moths appear to
dislike ashes, sycamores, butternuts, black walnuts, dogwoods and balsams. however, during
heavy infestations, competition for food will
drive the caterpillar to attack almost any tree or
shrub as we witnessed back in the mid 1980’s.
Depending on the degree of infestation, tree
damage ranges from light to almost complete
defoliation. last year’s infestation experienced
a 50% defoliation on some trees and areas of
town. Most deciduous trees can survive a moderate degree of repeated defoliation. Many can
even survive one complete defoliation by the
gypsy moth caterpillar. however, continuing
attacks can fatally weaken a tree or leave it vulnerable to other insects or disease. last summer’s drought was not good for those trees
affected by the gypsy moth.
gypsy moth populations are typically eruptive in North America; in any forest stand densities may fluctuate from 1 egg mass per acre to
over 1,000 per acre. When densities reach those
very high levels, trees become completely defoliated. Several successive years of defoliation,
along with contributions by other biotic and
abiotic stress factors, may ultimately result in
tree mortality. At the lower densities, we hardly
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realize they are around.
Natural Enemies:
A variety of natural agents are known to kill
gypsy moths in nature. These agents include
over 20 insect parasitoids and predators that
were introduced over the last 100 years from
Asia and europe. Small mammals are perhaps
the most important gypsy moth predator, especially at low population densities. Birds are also
known to prey on gypsy moths but at least in
North America this does not substantially affect
populations. The biological insecticide Bacillus
thuringiensis, (B.t.) is among the least toxic insecticides for use in residential areas to control
the gypsy moth. Its active ingredient is a bacterium which occurs naturally in the environment. B.t. has a high specific mode of action in
controlling caterpillars and has shown no toxicity to mammals, fish of other wildlife at the recommended field rates. B.t. must be ingested by
the gypsy moth caterpillar to be effective; therefore, larval mortality is not immediate and may
take up to ten days for mortality to occur. generally, proper timing is critical since the larger
caterpillars are harder to kill, B.t. usually causes
the collapse of outbreak populations, but this
may take two or three years to accomplish
through a natural build up in the environment.
Management:
We can take some proactive steps to control

the gypsy moth the egg and larval (caterpillar)
stages. egg masses, when discovered, should be
removed and soaked in water (look for them on
your trees, walls, fences building from mid-july
thru September). If the egg masses are unreachable, spray them with a strong dose of horticultural Oil Insect Spray. Spray in the late fall as
well as a few times in the early spring, before
leaves begin to form on trees. To prevent the
caterpillars from reaching the foliage, some may
recall the use of a tinfoil band wrapped tightly
around the tree covered with a layer of grease.
If you choose this method, it can get messy, and
never place grease directly on a tree bark, always
cover with tinfoil first. There are also several
“over the counter” sprays and moth traps that
are effective, but remember, as with B.t. and any
other spray it is non selective, so not only will it
kill the gypsy moth, but any other caterpillar or
similar insect, including the “good bugs” we may
want around our yards. Use an insect spray at
the first sign of the caterpillars, and repeat the
spraying every two to three weeks. If you want
to address your larger trees, you will need to contract with a professional licensed pesticide applicator, and while a whole tree spray will help, due
to the life cycle of the gypsy moth, at least two
applications may be necessary for good control.
Town’s Response:
Due to the wide spread nature of the gypsy

moth, and the effectiveness of natural controls
the along with the cost and other environmental
considerations the town does not plan any spraying or other controls of the gypsy moth at this
time. We will be letting mother nature take its
course during this infestation.
On Going Research:
The gypsy moth has been intensively studied over
the last 100 years in North America. Currently there
are numerous groups around the country investigating
various aspects of the biology, ecology, and management of the gypsy moth. This work is funded by the
USDA forest Service and others. To find out more
on the gypsy moth visit: http://www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov/animals/eurogypsymoth.shtml
We survived the 1980’s infestation, as we most
likely will this one. They are definitely a nuisance, with their chewing noise and droppings,
so extra effort to clean up your outside patio area
before use is recommended. It has also been reported that some people have skin sensitivity to
the gypsy Moth, so always wear gloves and long
sleeved shirts when handling the insect or its
heavily infested area. n
Tom Chamberland is the Tree Warden for the Town
of Sturbridge and a Certified Arborist. He enjoys caring
for plants that grow in his yard and welcomes reader suggestions for future articles. Email him at:
tchamberland@town.sturbridge.ma.us
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By Elisa Krochmalnyckyj
s tourist towns go, Sturbridge has a lot
going for it, including a wealth of
restaurants, shops, trails, antique venues and
its anchor, Old Sturbridge village.
But it's not very walkable, nor is there
enough parking.
So officials have come up with an idea -and a $10,000 state grant -- to consider
whether a seasonal trolley service would
counter those problems and entice more
tourists to town.
“We might have a lot of assets, but our
detriment is we don't have adequate amount
of prime municipal parking,” said Town Administrator leon gaumond jr. “With this,
we would be saying to people, 'stay at our hotels, park your car, and you can take the trolley to BT's Smokehouse our take the trolley
to OSv, or to an event on the Town Common -- and we'll bring you back at the end
of the day too.'”
The study, paid for by a grant from the
Massachusetts Downtown Initiative (MDI),
will be conducted by Nelson/Nygaard Consulting, which specializes in community
transportation.
Chamber of Central Mass South's executive director Alexandra McNitt said the
grant is a good way to investigate the merits
of having a trolley in town.
“What the town is attempting to do is get
creative about being more visitor-friendly,”
McNitt said. “What we have in Sturbridge is
very spread out and not very walkable, and
what this study is trying to get at is whether
it is affordable and reasonable to consider a
trolley.”
McNitt said she's keeping her mind open
about the idea of a trolley and will wait for

30 THE STURBRIDGE TIMES MAGAZINE

THE

TROLLEY
IDEA!
Could a Town Trolley solve Sturbridge’s parking problem?
the results of the feasibility study before forming an opinion about whether having a trolley
is a viable option.
“I think the idea behind the grant is to not

make assumptions and to really investigate -investigate where it would pick up and drop
off, how it would be paid for, how it would
run,” she said. “I wouldn't draw any conclu-
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sions until experts do their data-gathering.”
The Chamber often hears concern from its
members about the layout of the town's attractions, especially those along Route 20, McNitt said.
“The shops we have in the two miles from
Cedar Street to (Route) 148 are very spread
out,” she said. “In between there are manufacturing plants and a lot of other stuff that
has nothing to do with tourism.”
That end of town is also plagued with traffic problems.
“yes, there are sidewalks and parking lots,
but it's got pretty dense traffic, especially during rush hour,” she said. “And that may get
even get worse if the proposed lane reduction
happens on Route 20 into Brimfield.”
gaumond said he thought about the idea
of a trolley shortly after he took over as Sturbridge's town administrator two years ago,
and even discussed it with lt. gov. karyn
Polito during Polito's visit here.
“We are the dining destination for Central
Massachusetts, with upscale and family restaurants, and we have probably the greatest inventory of
hotel rooms in the
Commonwealth,” he said. “With being so
close to the highways and with our tourist attractions -- not to mention all of our antiquing
shops that attract people in and of themselves
-- we have a lot of things here.”
The problem, he said, is that those attractions are not together.
“We have hotels everywhere, we have
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restaurants everywhere, with Old Sturbridge
village smack dab in the middle,” he said. “So
what we typically end up with in prime tourism
season is a lot of traffic and a lot of people
going here to there.”
Unfortunately, there is inadequate municipal
parking, which becomes especially clear when
there are events at the Town Common, like the
summer music concerts and reading programs,
as well as fairs, festivals and celebrations, gaumond said.
“We have a lot of events on the Town Common and very limited ways for people, particularly handicapped and seniors, to park safely,”
he said.
There is some parking elsewhere in town, so
the trolley could act like a shuttle between places
with ample parking like OSv, and places with
limited parking, like the Town Common. The
trolley stops could be scheduled to include any
other event, hotel, shop, restaurant or other destination.
“Maybe we can put a little shuttle spot at
Brookfield Road or even arrange with some of
the hotels to have parking for events,” gaumond said. “That is what we're going to have
the experts come out and study -- on the commonwealth's dime. I think it is something that
would benefit stakeholders in town.”
McNitt commended the town for being so
diligent in looking for solutions to the problem.
“I think it is great that they are trying to find
out if there is a way to make that experience
better,” she said. “My concern is at what cost,

what number of visitors would utilize it, and
how they would promote it.”
equally impressive, McNitt said, is seeing
how much effort officials are putting into
carrying out the goals of the town's Master
Plan.
“A lot of the background of this has to do
with the tourism part of the Master Plan,”
she said. “I think the town planner (jean
Bubon), for whom I have a lot of respect, is
really trying to come up with a workable solution. There are plenty of towns who do all
this Master Plan work then put the plan on
the shelf. But she's working the plan.”
Once the trolley feasibility study is finished, the results will be sent to the town,
which will decide what, if anything, to do
next.
MDI is a competitive grant, and Sturbridge’s application was one of 13 cities and
towns throughout Massachusetts to be
deemed strong enough to merit an award.
Massachusetts housing and economic
Development Secretary jay Ash said he will
be excited to see the results of the study and
to see how the information it offers helps
Sturbridge.
“Alternative transportation options have
the potential to drive tourism and business
growth in downtown Sturbridge by helping
more people access its unique shopping and
dining experience,” Ash said. n
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